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FOREWORD 


This  leaflet  is  a  brief  of  a  book,  The  Potts  Family, 
compiled  by  Thomas  Maxwell  Potts  in  1916. 

It  shows  the  junction  of  the  Potts  -  Fegan  families, 
with  their  offspring  to  date. 

Notification  of  any  errors  or  additions  will  be  wel¬ 
comed  by  Major  J.  C.  Fegan,  U.  S.  M.  C.,  Headquarters, 
U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  Navy  Building,  Washington,  D.  C. 


THE  DERIVATION  OF  THE  NAME 


'  The,  °ril!i"1  of  ",e  na,“c  of  Po«s.  anciently  Pott,  is  somewhat  ob- 
scmc  Lower  inis,  in  his  Potronymica  Britanica,  London,  1800,  p,  274 
the  following: 

POI  1,  POTTS.  The  reason  for  the  assumption  of  this  name 
is  not  very  obvious;  yet  similar  words  have  designated 
families  of  importance  in  other  countries.  For  instance 
there  were  in  Flanders  in  the  XV  century,  a  noble  family 
oi  Pott,  who  bore  a  pot  in  their  armorial  coat.  There  was 
also  an  Italian  house,  called  the  Little-Pots  (Pignatelli), 
while  a  line  of  Spanish  grandees  rejoiced  in  the  thrice- 
iHustrious  name  of  Padila,  “Frying-pan” — DIXON  In  the 
north  of  England,  “Potts”  is  a  topographical  term  implying 
dee])  circular  hollows  in  the  ground.  This  surname  des¬ 
ignates  a  Northumbrian  clan. 

Various  evidences,  apparently  not  brought  to  the  notice  ot  Lower 
•s  10"  C  i.ii  y  that  Polls  is  a  place  name  of  one  who  lived  near  “deep 
circular  hollows  in  the  ground.”  The  following  line  from  Tennyson’s 
I'.nocli  Arden  would  seem  to  give  an  apt  description  of  such  a  locality: 

a  cup  like  hollow  of  the  down.” 

In  Bishop  Percy’s  Romances  and  Ballads  we  have  a  curious  ancient 
ballad  the  story  of  one  Thomas  A.  Pott,  a  servant  to  the  Earl  of 
-  model.  Who  falls  m  love  with  his  master’s  daughter,  and  after  a 
tournament  with  a  certain  suitor,  Lord  Plienix,  who  does  not  find  favor 
in  her  eyes,  unhorses  his  adversary,  defeats  him  and  marries  the  Earl’s 
daughter,  and  according  to  the  ballad,  takes  the  name  of  Arundel. 

It  is  not  generally  known  at  the  present  day  that  four  hundred 
years  ago,  a  large  number  of  substantial  English  yeomen  had  no  family 
names.  Among  the  Parliamentary  writs,  A.  D.  1278,  Robcrtus  atte  Potte 
of  County  Surrey,  is  summoned  to  do  military  service. 

The  name  of  Pott  is  to  be  found  in  isolated  instances  in  different 
lui  s  of  Great  Britain  at  a  very  early  period,  but  it  is  not  until  the  reign 
of  Queen  Elizabeth  that  we  find  any  family  of  the  name  of  special  im¬ 
portance  settled  in  one  spot,  so  that  one  is  able  to  make  a  connected 
pedigree. 


Ui 

' 


ARMS  OF  POTT  OR  POTTS 


First  of  all  it  may  be  well  to  explain,  that  the  English  idea  or  usage 
of  armorial  hearings  is,  that  they  are  granted  as  property  to  an  indiv¬ 
idual,  and  from  him  descend  to  his  children,  grandchildren,  and  so  on. 
Hence  in  England  there  is  no  such  thing  as  the  arms  of  a  family,  except 
as  the  sons,  grandsons,  etc.,  of  the  grantee  constitute  his  particular 
family.  That  is,  they  do  not  pass  to  brothers  or  collateral  lines.  The 
practice  however  is  quite  different  on  the  Continent. 

The  Arms  of  Pott  or  Potts  are  quite  simple,  being  composed  of  bars 
and  a  bend  over  all.  In  the  various  descriptions  given,  there  are  some 
variations  in  the  tinctures  or  colors,  as  borne  by  different  branches  of 
the  family.  In  some  cases  these  changes  may  have  come  by  reason  of 
being  borne  by  junior  members  of  a  family,  while  in  some  other  cases 
it  is  not  at  all  improbable  that  the  copyists  may  have  been  at  fault.  It 
is  not  at  all  uncommon  for  the  branches  of  a  family  to  difference  their 
Coats  with  an  interchange  of  tinctures. 

Similarity  of  Arms  is  generally  understood  to  indicate  family  re¬ 
lationship,  but  it  is  not  an  ironclad  rule,  as  there  are  instances  of  per¬ 
sons  bearing  the  same  surname,  and  having  very  simlar  Arms,  yet  in 
no  way  related. 


The  eailiest  record  in  the  Herald’s  College  of  Arms  granted  to  any 
one  bearing  the  name  of  Pott  or  Potts,  so  far  as  yet  discovered,  bears 
date  of  1583.  In  that  year  Arms  were  granted  to  John  Potts,  an  eminent 
lawyer  of  Lincoln’s  Inn,  London,  and  are  fairly  shown  and  described 
as  follows: 

ARMS:  Azure  two  bars  or,  over  all  a  bend  of  the  second. 

Ihis  John  Potts  was  a  son  ot  Roger  Potts  of  Mannington,  County 
Norfolk.  The  Potts’  of  Counties  Bedford,  Durham  and  Kent,  all  bore 
the  same  Arms  and  seem  to  have  been  of  the  same  family.  A  branch 
of  the  Potts  family  who  settled  in  Kings  County,  Ireland,  also  bear 
these  Arms,  though  they  claim  descent  from  the  Cheshire  Potts. 

Oimeiod  s  History  ot  Cheshire,  edition  of  1882,  gives  a  description 
of  the  Anns  ot  Pott,  of  Pott  Hall,  Cheshire,  which  seems  to  be  corrected 
fiom  a  loimer  edition  of  that  work,  lliis  description  is  here  copied: 

ARMS:  Or  two  bars  azure,  over  all  a  bend  (not)  of  the 
second  (but  gules). 

When  these  Arms  were  granted,  and  to  whom,  does  not  appear,  but 
the  inference  is  that  they  were  quite  ancient.  In  the  Visitation  of  1633, 
Edmund  Pott,  of  London,  bore  these  Arms.  This  Edmund  Pott  was  the 
third  son  of  Francis  Pott,  who  was  a  son  of  Roger  Pott,  of  Pott  Hall, 
Cheshiie.  Ihese  Arms  bear  a  mullet  on  the  bend  over  the  dexter  chief, 
which  is  the  distinctive  difference  indicating  a  third  son,  and  proves 
that  he  bore  these  Arms  by  inheritance. 

On  November  •  19,  1611,  Arms  were  granted  to  John  Pott,  of  Stan- 
eliiTc,  Derbyshire,  by  Sir  Richard  St.  George,  Norroy,  and  are  described 
as  follows : 


i;j»f  /  til  •; 


■ 


ARMS:  Barry  of  ten  argent  and  sable,  on  a  bend  over  all  * 
gules,  three  trefoils  slipped  or. 

John  Pott,  of  Stancliffe,  was  a  son  of  another  John  Pott,  and  a 
grandson  of  Roger  Pott,  of  Dunge,  Cheshire.  On  a  burial  tablet,  sus¬ 
pended  in  St.  Mary  and  St.  Helen  Church,  at  Neston,  Wirrill  Hundred, 
in  Cheshire,  to  the  memory  of  Thomasyn,  wife  of  George  Pott,  of 
Stancliffe,  who  ided  in  1650,  the  Arms  for  Pott  are  the  same  as  those 
gi anted  to  John  Pott,  of  Stancliffe,  his  father,  in  1611,  except  that  the 
tincture  of  the  bend  is  changed  from  gules  to  sable. 

Assuming  that  Roger  Pott,  of  Pott,  and  Roger  Pott,  of  Dunge, 
Cheshire,  were  one  and  the  same  person,  which  seems  to  he  altogether 
probable,  the  following  skeleton  pedigree  exhibits  the  position  in  the 
family  of  those  of  Cheshire  and  Derbyshire  who  are  mentioned  as  hear¬ 
ing  Arms.  The  names  of  those  who  have  been  noticed  as  hearing  Arms 

are  underscored  and  a  number  affixed  to  correspond  with  the  description 
ot  Arms: 

Roger  Pott  -  Anne  Sutton 
of  Pott,  Cheshire 


Francis  Pott  -  Ann  Tra fiord 
of  Pott,  Cheshire 


John  Pott  -  llrigetta  Jodrell 
of  Dunge 


FnMH'c.s  -  Anne  llmfcr  Hdmm.d  -  Sarah  John T5oU^5FzaEct]T 

, 1  1  "It  I  nit  ol  Un>ni|isoii  of  Stancliffe  Newsam 

,,,  1  _  London  ARMS  4  I 

Ldmund  -  Unleibcll  AfiMSX  i>6lt - ThSiiWira, 

lolt  ,ncc  XlW-5—  Newcomc 


of  PolT>  a«cd  23  y«-  111  1663  -  Florence  Bagshawe  in  1668=9 

llie  Pott  or  Potts  family  of  Counties  Selkirk  and  Roxburgh,  Scot- 
land,  bore  very  similar  Arms. 

MOTTOS 

.Mottos  attached  to  Potts  Arms  seem  to  he  of  recent  adoption.  The 
following  have  been  noticed.  That  of  the  Potts’,  of  Bentham  Hill,  Kent. 
Foa  1  is  ET  astutis.  ( Brave  and  cunning). 

Unit  ot  the  Potts,  of  Todrig,  Scotland. 

Vive  et  Vivas.  (Live  and  let  live), 

1  hat  of  the  Potts’,  of  Counties  Kings,  Westmeath  and  Roscommon, 
Ireland. 

In  \  inculis  IvriAM  Auimx.  (Be  courageous  even  in  defeat). 
V|NCrus  SKI)  NON  ViCTUS.  (I)efealed  but  not  vanquished).  * 


J  M  ,•  fU  Ui 

' 


THE 


POTTS  LINE 


DAVID  POTTS.  Horn  about  1070  in  Montgomeryshire,  Wales,  it  is 
believed  and  died  in  1730.  He  married  Alice  Croasdale  in  1694.  He 
settled  in  Bristol  Township,  Philadelphia  County,  Pennsylvania,  and 
was  a  Friend.  Their  children  were:  Thomas  (1695),  John  (1696-1766), 
Daniel  (1698),  Elizabeth  (1699),  Jonathan  (1701),  Mary  (1703),  Stephen 
(1704),  Rebecca  (1706),  Ezekiel  (1708)  and  Nathan. 


David  Potts  came  to  America  with  Governor  Markham.  The  time 
of  his  coming  to  Pennsylvania  has  not  been  discovered,  but  he  may 
have  come  with  other  members  of  the  family  when  he  was  but  a  lad. 
The  first  mention  of  him  that  has  been  noticed  is  on  7  mo.  24,  1692, 
when  he  became  the  bondsman  for  Elizabeth  Bennett,  as  executrix  of 
Edmund  Bennett,  her  late  husband.  His  signature  attached  to  the  bond 
is  on  file  in  the  Registrar’s  office  at  Philadelphia.  He  first  belonged  to 
the  Philadelphia  Monthly  Meeting,  though  no  record  of  his  reception 
there  seems  to  remain.  The  early  records  of  the  meeting  are  quite  im¬ 
perfect.  David  Potts  and  Alice  Croasdale,  youngest  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Agnes  (Iiathernthwaite)  Croasdale,  who  came  to  America  with 
William  Penn  on  the  good  ship  “Welcome”,  declared  their  intentions  of 
marriage  with  each  other  before  the  Philadelphia  Monthly  Meeting 
10  mo.  29,  1693.  (December,  1693),  passed  the  Meeting  the  second  time 
on  11  mo.  26,  1693  (January,  1691),  and  were  granted  a  certificate  to 
marry  under  the  care  of  Middletown  Monthly  Meeting  in  Bucks  County. 


Ofl’iTK 
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JOHN  POTTS.  (David  and  Alice  (Croasdale)  Potts).  Born  8  ino:  8, 
1696  and  died  in  September  1766.  He  married  Elizabeth  McVeagh, 
daughter  of  Edmond  and  Alice  (Dickinson)  McVeagh,  about  5  mo. 
(July),  1726.  The  minutes  of  the  Abington  Monthly  Meeting  show  that 
they  passed  meeting  the  second  time  on  4  mo.  27,  1726,  and  the  minutes 
of  5  mo.  25,  1726  state  that  the  marriage  was  orderly  accomplished. 
Elizabeth  McVeagh  Potts  was  born  in  1679,  and  died  1  mo.  5,  1791,  aged 
92  years.  Their  children  were:  Samuel,  Elizabeth  (1734-1758),  and 
Thomas  (1729-1776). 

John  Potts  was  a  witness  to  the  will  of  David  Jones,  of  Bristol 
Township,  made  in  1719.  David  Potts  was  one  of  the  appraisers.  In 
1727  he  was  a  witness  to  the  will  of  Robert  Kirkwood  of  Plymouth 
township.  He  settled  in  Upper  Dublin  Township,  now  included  within 
the  limits  of  Montgomery  County,  where  he  purchased  a  tract  of  land 
from  Isaac  and  John  Phipps  about  1748.  The  deed,  which  is  recorded 
at  Philadelphia,  recites  at  length  the  chain  of  title  from  the  original 
grant  by  William  Penn  in  1681.  This  land  is  still  in  the  possession 
and  occupation  of  descendants  of  John  Potts.  It  lies  about  two  miles 
east  of  the  present  village  of  Fort  Washington.  His  will  is  recorded  at 
Philadelphia. 


THOMAS  POTTS.  (David,  John  and  Elizabeth  (McVeagh)  Potts). 
Born  in  1729  and  died  on  July  29,  1776.  He  married  Elizabeth  Lukens, 
daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Tyson)  Lukens,  on  January  16, 
1753.  Ten  children  were  born  to  them,  five  of  whom  survived.  Three 
of  them  were  Elizabeth,  William  Lukens  (1771-1854),  and  Hugh  Henry 
(1773-1842). 


Thomas  Potts  was  a  millwright  by  trade  and  lived  in  Moreland 
Township  for  some  time.  On  June  22,  1753  Walter  Moore  and  Sarah 
his  wife  conveyed  to  Thomas  Potts,  millwright,  of  the  Manor  of  More¬ 
land,  one  halt  of  a  certain  corn  mill,  etc.  and  two  parcels  of  land  in 
Moreland.  He  subsequently  removed  to  Sussex  County,  New  Jersey, 
and  settled  at  Chelsea  Forge,  where  he  had  a  landed  estate.  He  was 
High  Sheriff  of  Sussex  County  in  1772,  and  a  member  of  the  Provincial 
Assembly  in  1775  and  1776.  His  widow  subsequently  married  Dr.  John 
Rockhill,  a  widower  with  children.  There  were  no  children  by  this 
marriage,  but  some  ot  their  descendants  by  their  former  marriages 
intermarried.  Dr.  Rockhill  was  born  March  22,  1726  and  died  April  7, 
1798.  Elizabeth  survived  him. 


The  Lukens  family  was  one  of  the  most  notable  of  the  early 
Pennsylvania  families  and  was  of  Holland  descent.  Joseph  and  John 
Lukens  were  brothers-in-law  of  Thomas  Potts.  The  first  mentioned  was 
a  life-long  resident  on  the  Lukens  estate  at  Sandy  Run,  about  ten  miles 
from  Philadelphia,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Chestnut  Hill.  The  Potts 
family  had  then  been  nearly  sixty  years  in  America,  having  emigrated 
from  England  under  the  auspices  of  William  Penn  in  1668.  Joseph 
Lukens  was  a  life-long  resident  on  the  Lukens  estate;  a  man  of  wealth 
and  held  in  high  esteem  for  many  good  qualities.  John  Lukens  studied 
civil  engineering,  and  later  was  appointed  to  the  responsible  position 
°f  surveyor-general  of  Pennsylvania,  under  the  King.  Upon  the  agitation 
of  the  momentous  question  which  prepared  the  way  for  American 
independence,  he  espoused  the  cause  of  the  patriots,  and  so  closely 
identified  was  lie  with  the  leaders  in  the  revolutionary  movement  that 
it  was  in  one  of  the  apartments  of  his  residence,  in  Philadelphia,  that 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  was  drawn  up  by  Thomas  Jefferson. 
His  grand-daughter,  the  celebrated  beauty,  Sally  McKean,  became  the 
wife  of  the  Marquis  D’Yrujo,  the  first  minister  from  Spain  to  the 
United  States  under  the  constitution. 

By  his  marriage  with  Miss  Lukens,  Thomas  Potts  received  a  hand¬ 
some  fortune.  He  removed  to  the  beautiful  Musconetcong  Valley,  in 
New  Jei  seyr,  near  the  mouth  of  the  river,  where  he  purchased  a  large 
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estate,  oil  which  he  erected  a  forge  and  furnace,  and  conducted  until 
his  death  in  1 7 7 (i,  an  extensive  and  successful  iron  manufacturing  enter¬ 
prise.  To  an  almost  immeasurable  degree  he  had  the  confidence  of  all 
who  knew  him.  He  was  trusted  as  a  man  of  honor  and  unyielding 
fidelity;  he  was  admired  as  a  man  of  unwearying  enterprise  and  brilliant 
talents.  He  is  distinguished  as  having  been  a  member  of  the  Continental 
Congress,  which  convened  in  Philadelphia  in  1775  to  petition  the  King  to 
redress  the  grievances  which  had  long  been  suffered  by  the  colonists. 
He  was  in  all  essential  respects  a  patriot;  he  had  at  heart  the  cause  of 
the  early  struggling  colonies,  and  deprecated  as  deeply  as  any  of  his 
libel  t  y  loving  contemporaries  the  severity  with  which  they  were  op- 
piessed ;  but  he  was  a  consistent  adherent  to  the  religious  principles  of 
the  Society  of  Friends,  and  finding  it  impossible  to  regard  the  Declar¬ 
ation  of  Independence  as  anything  short  of  a  practical  declaration  of 
wai  he  i e fused  to  aflix  his  signature  to  that  historical  document,  not 
wishing  to  cooperate  in  an  act  which  would  precipitate  bloodshed  and 
rapine  upon  the  colonies. 

A  remarkable  circumstance  in  the  histories  of  the  Potts  and  Rock- 
hill  families  is  that  members  of  them  have  intermarried  for  five  gen¬ 
erations,  during  which  they  have  lived  on  the  same  estate. 
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HUGH  HENRY  POTTS.  (David,  John,  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Luk- 
ens)  Potts).  Born  in  1773  in  New  Jersey  and  died  in  1842.  In  1800  he 
married  Elizabeth  Hughes  at  Carlisle,  Pa.  (Not  related  to  Rachel  Hughes, 
wife  of  William  Lukens  Potts).  She  died  in  Bucks  County,  Pennsylvania 
in  1813.  Their  children  were:  Elizabeth  Hughes  (1801),  Thomas  (1803), 
Sarah  Ann  (1805),  John  Hughes  (1807),  William  Lukens  (1809-1885) 
and  George  Henry  (1811-1888). 


Having  a  natural  proclivity  for  a  military  career,  Hugh  H.  Potts 
became  an  officer  in  the  first  United  States  army  raised  under  the  newly 
organized  government  and  served  as  such  for  many  years.  After  he  re¬ 
signed  his  commission  he  purchased  an  estate  on  the  Delaware  River, 
where  he  resided  until  the  death  of  his  wife.  Near  the  close  of  the  war 
of  1812-1814  he  was  reappointed  to  a  captaincy  in  the  United  States 
army  service,  but  just  as  he  was  about  to  join  and  report  for  duty 
peace  was  declared. 


His  father-in-law,  Captain  John  Hughes  of  Revolutionary  memory, 
was  a  distinguished  officer  who  participated  in  every  engagement  from 


that  at  three  Rivers,  Canada,  to  the  surrender  of  Cornwallis  at  York- 
town,  during  nearly  all  of  which  eventful  period  he  was  in  the  compan¬ 
ionship  of  Geneial  Washington.  Captain  Hughes  recruited  a  company  at 
Carlisle  which  was  attached  to  the  10th  Pennsylvania  Regiment,  and 


entered  the  service  as  its  captain,  but  was  soon  promoted  to  the  office 
of  pa^  m.tstei -general,  a  position  which  the  history  of  those  times  would 
indicate  depended  more  on  the  possession  of  ample  means  and  a  patriot¬ 
ic  willingness  to  disburse  them  as  occasion  required,  for  the  relief  of 
the  ill-paid  and  often  suffering  soldiers,  than  the  mere  desire  and  ability 
to  transact  its  simple  routine  duties  in  consideration  of  the  salary. 
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WILLIAM  L.  POTTS.  (David,  John,  Thomas,  (Hugh  Henry  and 
Elizabeth  (Hughes)  Potts)  was  horn  May  2,  1809  in  Bucks  County, 
Delaware  River,  Pennsylvania,  and  died  in  Eureka,  California  in  1885. 
1,1  June  1S33  he  married  Ann  Margaret  Carpenter  in  Hazel  Green,  Wise. 
Ann  Margaret  Carpenter  was  horn  in  Trenton,  New  Jersey  in  January 
1817,  and  was  brought  at  the  age  of  two  to  Galena,  Wisconsin. 

William  L.  Potts  was  named  after  his  uncle,  William  Lukens  Potts. 
His  father  had  some  means;  therefore  he  was  well  educated,  probably 
in  Philadelphia.  His  mother  died  in  1818  when  he  was  four  years  old 
and  he  was  raised  in  Pittstown,  Hunterdon  County,  N.  J.  in  the  family 
of  his  fathers  sister,  Mrs.  John  C.  Rockhill.  Little  is  recorded  of  any 
events  connected  with  his  life  in  the  East,  excepting  his  close  association 
and  regard  for  Edwin  Forrest — not  approved  of  by  the  family — because 
of  their  religious  views. 

In  about  1829  or  1830  Grandmother  Carpenter  (Frances  Creveling), 
a  woman  of  some  means,  left  Galena,  Wise,  and  journeyed  back  to 
Philadelphia  to  consult  her  bankers,  the  Potts’,  on  business.  While 
there  she  was  invited  to  take  a  young  man  West  with  her  because  he 
was  not  in  accord  with  the  Quaker  mode  of  living.  This  young  man 
was  \\  i  Ilia  in  Lukens  Potts,  then  a  young  man  about  tweny  years  of  age. 
William  was  a  frequenter  of  the  theater  and  became  a  close  friend  of 
Edwin  Forrest,  the  noted  tragedian,  whose  remains  lie  in  the  old  St. 

I  aul  s  Churchyard  in  Philadelphia.  For  a  time  William  acted  as  a 
prompter  for  1'orrest,  and  was  himsclt  able  to  recite  Shakespeare  with 
dramatic  ellect.  It  has  been  learned  that  later,  while  a  clerk  in  a  store 
at  Springfield,  Illinois,  where  Abraham  Lincoln  was  also  employed,  he 
presented  Lincoln  with  a  copy  of  Shakespeare’s  works. 

W  illiam  started  West  with  Grandmother  Carpenter,  and  stopped  at 
Galena,  Wisconsin,  where  he  obtained  employment  as  a  bookkeeper. 
Later  he  was  taken  to  Springfield,  Illinois,  to  adjust  a  set  of  books.  In 
the  Black  Hawk  War,  which  broke  out  shortly  afterward,  he  represented 
the  W  bites  in  a  conference  with  Chief  Black  Hawk,  the  conference  taking 
place  in  boats  in  mid-stream.  After  the  war  he  returned  to  Galena  and 
in  June  1833  married  Anne  Margaret  Carpenter. 

His  Army  service,  during  which  the  Black  Hawk  War  occurred,  is 
given  as  follows:  Enlisted  on  April  21,  1832  from  Sangamon  County,  Ill. 
in  Captain  L.  W .  Goodman’s  company,  Mounted  Volunteers,  commanded 
by  General  Samuel  Whitesides.  On  May  1,  1832  he  joined  Captain  John 
Dawson  s  company  ot  the  Spy  Battalion  in  General  Whiteside’s  com¬ 
mand.  I  he  company  was  mustered  out  at  the  mouth  of  the  Fox  River 


. 
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on  May  28,  1832.  He  then  enlisted  in  Captain  Elijah  lies’  company  of 
the  Mounted  Volunteers  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  under  the 
command  of  General  Henry  Atkinson.  He  was  mustered  out  as  a  private 
on  June  16,  1832.  Abraham  Lincoln,  afterwards  President  of  the  United 
States,  enlisted  in  the  same  company  as  a  private  after  his  own  company 
had  been  mustered  out.  Captain  lies*  company  was  mustered  out  at 
Fort  Wilbaum,  near  Peru,  Illinois.  On  the  same  day  William  L.  Potts 
(also  Abraham  Lincoln)  reenlisted  in  Captain  Jacob  Earley’s  company, 
Mounted  Volunteers.  They  were  mustered  out  July  16,  1832  on  White 
Water  River,  a  branch  of  Rock  River,  Illinois. 

For  five  years  William  L.  Potts  and  his  wife  lived  in  Galena,  then  a 
great  wagon  train  center  and  Indian  trading  post,  where  because  of  his 
excellent  education,  he  held  a  clerical  position.  In  1838  he  moved  to 
Sabula,  Iowa,  a  new  settlement,  where  he  carried  on  the  hotel  and  ferry 
business  combined;  but  failed  because  of  difficulty  in  procuring  supplies. 
They  then  went  South  on  a  river  boat  to  Lyons,  Clinton  County,  where 
he  was  employed  as  a  bond  clerk  of  the  Clinton  County  Board  in  1839. 
He  then  moved  with  his  wife  and  family  consisting  of  one  son  and  two 
daughters  to  Sabula  in  1841  where  he  again  managed  a  hotel,  this  time 
meeting  with  more  success.  In  1849  he  became  interested  in  the  Cali¬ 
fornia  gold  rush,  left  his  wife  and  six  children  in  Andrew  and  went 
West  in  charge  of  the  longest  wagon  train  ever  assembled  in  Andrew  or 
nearby  cities.  Most  of  the  other  pioneers  were  from  that  part  of  the 
state  and  many  were  his  neighbors. 

Because  of  uncertain  mails,  after  an  absence  of  several  years  he  was 
thought  dead.  He  returned  about  1856  to  Meadows  Farm,  went  back  to 
California  the  following  year,  but  later  again  returned  to  Iowa.  Finally, 
in  1879,  he  returned  to  California  and  located  in  Eureka,  a  seaport  and 
supply  point  for  pioneers,  where  he  was  engaged  in  trading.  It  was  here 
that  he  spent  the  six  remaining  years  of  his  life. 

His  lack  of  interest  in  home  and  family  caused  much  concern,  which 
llnally  resulted  in  a  formal  separation.  His  wife  married  Edwin 
Chamberlain  about  1860.  William  L.  Potts  is  described  as  a  stocky  man 
with  small  hands  and  feet,  black  hair  and  large  blue  eyes.  He  possessed 
a  wonderful  voice. 
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ANN  MARGARET  (POTTS)  FEGAN.  (David,  John,  Thomas,  Hugh 
Henry,  (William  L.  and  Ann  Margaret  (Carpenter)  Potts)  was  born  on 
November  3,  1834  in  Hazel  Green,  Wisconsin,  and  named  after  her 
mother.  She  died  in  the  Mercy  Hospital,  Clinton,  Iowa  on  June  30,  1917, 
and  was  buried  in  Springdale  Cemetery  in  Clinton  beside  her  husband, 
Joseph  Dover  Fegan,  whom  she  married  August  26,  1851  in  Elk  River 
Township,  Clinton,  Iowa.  They  had  the  following  children:  Estella  M. 
( 1 85 J-l 8a5 ) ,  Charles  P.  (1855-),  Elizabeth  R.  (1857-1894)  and  Margaret 
(1859-).  Her  mother’s  maiden  name  was  Ann  Margaret  Carpenter.  The 
Carpenters  are  an  old  and  prominent  family  who  settled  in  Warren 
County,  New  Jersey.  Samuel  D.  Carpenter  was  the  name  of  her  grand¬ 
father  on  her  mother’s  side.  He  died  in  1845  in  Deep  Creek  Township, 
Clinton  County,  Iowa,  where  he  settled  in  1838.  In  1816  he  married 
Frances  Crevelihg  who  shortly  after  the  death  of  her  husband  married 
Ansel  Briggs,  the  first  governor  of  Iowa  (1846  to  1850),  and  lived  with 
him  until  her  death  in  1860.  Governor  Ansel  Briggs  died  at  the  residence 
of  his  son  in  Omaha,  Nebraska  on  May  5,  1881.  The  Crevelings  are  an 
old  New  Jersey  family  from  Hunterdon  County.  The  mother  of  Mrs. 
J.  D.  Fegan,  Ann  Margaret  (Carpenter)  Potts,  was  remarried  on  Nov¬ 
ember  21,  1857  upon  her  separation  from  her  first  husband,  William  L. 
Potts,  to  Edwin  Chamberlain,  who  was  born  January  24,  1811  in  Kent, 
Connecticut.  Ann  M.  Chamberlain  was  born  January  1,  1816  and  died 
January  20,  1904  at  Clinton,  Iowa.  She  is  buried  in  the  Oakland  Cem¬ 
etery  at  Clinton  (Lyons),  Iowa.  Mr.  Chamberlain  is  buried  ill  the  same 
lot,  it  having  been  purchased  by  him  in  1868.  The  lot  next  to  it  was 
owned  by  Captain  J.  D.  Fegan. 

Diddy”,  as  she  was  called  by  the  family  and  her  friends,  was 
about  five  feet  five  inches  tall,  weighed  about  one  hundred  fifty-five 
pounds,  had  light  blue  eyes,  a  rather  large  nose,  very  smooth  skin  and 
black  hair.  She  must  have  been  a  Potts  in  stature  but  a  Carpenter  in 
temperament,  as  she  was  very  quick-tempered  and  sensitive.  A  great 
lover  of  good  books  and  flowers,  with  no  regard  for  the  value  of  money; 
and  generous  to  a  fault.  Her  home  was  always  a  gathering  place,  and 
“Bluff  Orchard”  was  the  scene  of  many  a  party  and  courtship.  She  and 
Captain  Fegan  lived  very  quietly  during  the  declining  years  of  their 
lives  under  the  faithful  eye  of  their  grand-daughter  Jean  Wilkins. 
Diddy  passed  away  after  three  sad  years  following  the  death  of  her 
husband. 
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SARAH  ELIZABETH  POTTS.  (David,  John,  Thomas,  Hugh  Henry, 
(William  L.  and  Ann  Margaret  (Carpenter)  Potts)  was  born  in  Galena, 
Illinois  August  1),  1880  and  died  at  Mount  Pleasant  Park,  Clinton,  Iowa 
No\ ember  2,  1915.  Buried  in  the  Oakland  Cemetery,  Clinton  (Lyons), 
Iowa  beside  her  mother  and  her  son  Wilbur.  She  was  a  sister  to  Mrs. 
.1.  D.  began  and  was  named  after  two  of  her  aunts  on  her  father’s  side. 
“Aunt  Lib”,  as  she  was  generally  called,  was  married  to  Edward  Wemple 
about  1870,  her  husband  having  been  a  captain  during  the  Civil  War. 
They  separated,  after  having  had  one  son,  Wilbur  B.,  who  died  August 
17,  1901  at  Clinton,  Iowa.  Wilbur  B.  Wemple  had  one  son,  Gale  A. 
Wemple,  who  lives  in  Chicago.  About  1880  Aunt  Lib  married  John 
Harding,  and  they  were  divorced  about  ten  years  later.  He  died  shortly 
afterward.  She  was  a  Spiritualist  and  devoted  most  of  her  time  to 
their  meetings  and  teachings.  She  had  a  tent  in  the  Mount  Pleasant 
summer  camp  grounds  at  Clinton,  Iowa,  and  her  home  was  on  Fourth 
Street  near  Twelfth  Avenue.  She  believed  in  palmistry  and  made  a 
serious  study  of  it.  She  was  somewhat  similar  to  her  older  sister, 
Ann  Margaret,  in  general  build  and  looks,  and  was  very  mirthful  and 
smart.  In  temper  and  likes  she  was  a  Carpenter.  Her  later  years  were 

spent  almost  entirely  with  her  friends  who  were  interested  in  Spiritual¬ 
ism. 
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WILLIAM  CARPENTER  POTTS.  (David,  John,  Thomas,  Hugh  Henry, 
(William  L.  and  Ann  Margaret  (Carpenter)  Potts)  was  born  in  Deep 
Creek,  Clinton  Count}’,  Iowa  on  September  4,  1838.  He  was  named  after 
his  grandmother’s  people  and  was  the  oldest  brother  of  Ann  Margaret 
Potts.  Educated  at  the  Fulton  Military  School,  Fulton,  Illinois.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-three  he  enlisted  in  Company  “M”  First  Iowa  Cavalry  on 
September  2,  1861;  mustered  September  12,  1861  ;  reenlistcd  and  mustered 
December  27,  1863.  After  the  battle  of  Boonvillc,  they  were  retained 
foi  duty  at  Major  General  Rosecrans’  headquarters  as  escorts,  scouts,  and 
couriers  until  the  end  of  the  campaign.  The  rebellion  being  practically 
suppressed,  it  was  expected  the  government  would  dispense  with  the 
services  of  the  Regiment,  but  this  hope  was  rudely  dispelled  when 
orders  were  received  for  the  First  Iowa  and  a  number  of  other  Reg¬ 
iments  to  embark  on  transports  to  proceed  to  Alexandria,  La.  and  there 
report  to  Major  General  G.  A.  Custer  for  further  orders. 

The  command  arrived  at  Alexandria  on  June  22,  1865  and  on  the 
following  day  General  Custer  issued  an  order,  the  strict  enforcement  of 
which  brought  great  hardship  and  humiliation  upon  the  splendid  Reg¬ 
iments  composing  his  command.  The  full  details  of  the  terrible  exper¬ 
ience  through  which  this  Regiment  passed  while  under  the  command  of 
this  martinet  of  the  regular  army,  arc  given  in  the  report  of  Lieut.  Col¬ 
onel  A.  G.  McQueen  to  the  Adjutant  General  of  Iowa,  including  copies  of 
ofiicial  orders,  affidavits  and  correspondence  in  which  the  honor  of  the 
Regiment  is  completely  vindicated. 

Deserted  June  25,  1865  at  Alexandria,  Louisiana.  Captured  the 
horse  belonging  to  the  rebel  general  Quantrell  and  brought  it  home  to 
Meadow  Farms  in  Clinton  County,  Iowa.  This  horse  was  a  vicious 
one  and  had  a  record  of  killing  three  men,  one  of  whom  was  the  uncle 
of  Bruce  Darling,  who  married  Jean  Wilkins. 

In  about  the  year  1869  he  managed  a  general  store  at  Fort  Scott, 
Kansas.  One  evening  while  sitting  in  his  home  he  was  called  to  the 
door  by  a  man  who  had  ridden  up  on  horseback,  and  upon  going  to  the 
door  was  shot  and  killed  by  this  desperate  character,  who  immediately 
lode  away.  Ihc  reason  for  this  act  was  never  learned,  unless  it  was 
because  of  a  dispute  which  had  taken  place  at  a  horse-race  a  short  time 
before.  He  was  buried  in  the  Oakland  Cemetery  at  Clinton  (Lyons), 
Iowa.  His  wife  and  two  daughters  Mabel  and  Zoe,  cannot  be  located. 
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FRANCES  IOWA  POTTS.  (David,  John,  Thomas,  Hugh  Henry  (Wil¬ 
liam  L.  and  Ann  Margaret  (Carpenter)  Potts)  was  born  in  Deep  Creek 
Township,  Iowa,  on  June  7,  1812.  She  died  on  May  27,  1919,  in 
Maquoketa,  Iowa,  where  she  had  lived  most  of  her  life.  She  was  named 
after  her  grandmother  on  her  mother’s  side  and  the  state  in  which  she 
was  born.  On  May  7,  1861  at  Meadow  Farm,  Clinton  County,  she  mar¬ 
ried  John  Wanichek.  To  this  union  two  children  were  born:  Irene 
Genevieve  on  August  30,  1865,  and  Claud  Potts  on  September  8,  1867  at 
Clinton,  Iowa,  who  later  settled  in  Dutch  Flats,  California  and  entered 
the  lumber  business.  John  Wanichek  died  in  Lyons,  Iowa,  now  part  ol 
Clinton,  on  July  2,  1868  and  is  buried  beside  his  mother-in-law  in  the 
Oakland  Cemetery  at  Lyons  on  his  lot  which  is  next  to  the  one  owned 
by  Captain  J.  D.  Fegan.  On  June  6,  1869  at  Maquoketa,  Iowa  his  widow 
married  Jacob  Glaser.  This  union  brought  six  children:  Edna  Earl, 
August  9,  1870;  Edwin  Everett,  September  23,  1872;  Jacob  Erwin, 
September  17,  1874;  Bessie  Beatrice,  September  4,  1877;  Dorchester 
El  let,  September  11,  1879,  who  died  in  Colorado  in  1912;  Carl  Lyle, 
December  1,  1881,  who  died  in  Colorado  Springs,  Colorado  in  1903  and 
is  buried  at  Maquoketa,  Iowa.  Dorchester  Ellet  is  buried  in  Cheyenne, 
Wyoming. 

Edna  Earl  had  children  as  follows:  Laura  Bell  Wilkins,  September 
29,  1889  and  Claudiell  Jenctte  Anderson,  January  27,  1902,  both  of  whom 
are  married  and  live  in  Chicago.  Edwin  Everett  lives  in  Wells,  Nevada, 
and  is  now  engaged  in  the  lumber  business.  Jacob  Erwin  now  lives  in 
Hot  Springs,  Ark.  and  is  engaged  in  the  contracting  business.  Bessie 
Beatrice  now  lives  in  Chicago  and  is  married  to  Guy  McNutt. 

Frances  Glaser  was  a  typical  Potts — a  woman  of  high  ideals;  in¬ 
telligent,  benevolent  and  a  leader  in  social  activities  being  particular¬ 
ly  interested  in  charity.  She  believed  that  friends  were  a  measure  of 
one’s  character  and  usefulness.  Her  house  was  always  open  to  those 
\vho  were  in  want.  Her  creed  was  “Live  a  life  of  hope  and  faith;  believe 
in  the  mighty  power  of  truth  and  love.”  During  the  middle  part  of  her 
life  she  lived  in  Carr,  Colorado,  for  short  periods,  where  her  two  sons 
died.  Her  last  years  were  divided  between  her  daughter  Edna  in  Chicago 
and  her  other  daughter  Bessie  in  Milwaukee,  where  she  enjoyed  the 
offerings  of  rural  life. 


■  ■  .  ;  ■ 


IRENE  LUCINDA  POTTS.  (David,  John,  Thomas,  Hugh  Henry, 
(William  L.  and  Ann  Margaret  (Carpenter)  Potts)  was  horn  in  Sabula, 
Iowa  on  November  28,  1845  and  was  named  after  one  of. her  aunts  on 
her  mother’s  side.  She  died  at  her  home  in  San  Francisco,  March,  1928. 
In  18G1  at  Lyons,  Iowa  she  married  Padcn  Cox,  who  during  the  Civil 
Wai  raised  and  equipped  a  company,  of  which  he  was  its  captain.  Upon 
being  wounded  at  Shiloh  he  resigned  from  the  service.  During  his 
absence  his  cousin,  lhomas  (.ox,  was  lett  in  charge  of  his  property  at 
Lyons,  which  included  the  old  Randall  house,  a  well-known  building. 
Lutci  ^  aden  Cox  ran  a  store  in  Lyons,  and  in  the  tall  of  1863  went  by 
wagon  train  to  Boise,  Idaho,  where  he  had  a  ranch.  Returned  to  Iowa 
about  18GG  and  took  up  a  homestead  near  Roone.  Left  Iowa  about  18G8 
and  went  to  Dutch  Flat,  where  he  was  interested  in  Hydraulic  mining. 
Later  he  went  to  Sacramento  and  became  interested  in  the  lumber 
business. 


Their  children  were:  Minnie  Valentine,  Frank,  Annie  and  Ethel. 
Minnie  Valentine  was  born  in  Lyons  on  February  14,  1863  and  married 
Charles  DeLong  of  San  Francisco.  She  is  an  artist  and  has  been  en¬ 
gaged  in  interior  decorating.  There  were  no  children.  Frank  was  born 
in  Boise,  Idaho  in  1866;  is  married  and  has  one  daughter,  Thelma.  He 
is  engaged  in  the  railroad  business  and  ranching.  Annie  (Nan)  was 
born  at  Boone,  Iowa,  in  18G8;  married  a  well-known  San  FTancisco 


lawyer.  During  the  earthquake  and  fire  their  house  was  used  by  Gen¬ 
eral  FTinston  as  his  headquarters.  The  husband  of  Nan  was  blinded  by 
an  explosion  and  some  time  later  was  killed  in  an  accident.  Kt lie  1  was 
born  in  Dutch  Flat  in  1875,  and  married  Kurt  Ilcyinan,  a  San  Francisco 
merchant.  She  is  a  business  woman;  has  been  auditor  of  a  leading 
San  Francisco  firm  but  in  recent  years  has  assisted  her  husband  in  his 
business  at  Palo  Alto,  California. 


' 


SAMUEL  HUGH  POTTS.  (David,  John,  Thomas,  Hugh  Henry,  (Wil¬ 
liam  L.  and  Ann  Margaret  (Carpenter)  Potts)  was  born  in  Sabula,  Ill. 
March  28,  1848.  Died  February  25,  1870  at  Camion  River,  Kansas. 
Typhoid  fever.  Never  married.  Went  to  school  at  Fulton  Military 
Academy.  Went  West  with  his  older  brother  William,  and  lived  on  a 
farm  near  him.  Always  in  poor  health.  Buried  in  the  Lyons  Cemetery 
on  the  family  lot  beside  his  brother  William.  Learned  tinner’s  trade. 
He  was  a  fine  musician. 
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There  is  no  scorn  more  withering  than  the  scorn  of  a  man 
who  does  not  know  who  his  grandfathers  were, 
for  “ the  pomp  of  heraldry 
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